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Background: Responsibility and ethics play a decisive role wliecomes to the context ¢
meaning of caring. The concept of responsibilitg hamultifaceted meaning, however, which ¢an
make it unclear and diffuse. Therefore, in orderattain a deeper understanding of it, it|is
meaningful to uncover responsibility in public hbatare from leaders’ and caregivers’ own
understandings.
Aims: The aim of this study is to uncover a deeper undeding of responsibility and ethics |n
public health care seen from a caring science petsg. The research question is: What is [the
human being’s responsibility in the context of meagrof caring according to the understandings of
caring leaders and caregivers?
Methodology: The study uses a hermeneutical approach. The m@latonsists of texts from
interviews with caring leaders and caregivers inldfid concerning their understanding abput
responsibility in public health care and in the teoth of meaning of caring.
Results: The study shows that responsibility entails helpitigers through love and compassion.
Responsibility means to create meaning and edifly tanmaintain dignity, it implies establishing
trust, and encouraging participation. Responsybilitvolves selflessness and responsiveness in
communion. In cases of absence of responsibilistasides such as stress, meaninglessness| and
exhaustion may result. Responsibility may mould ¥idnerable human being in the context|of
meaning of caring to become more human throughorespility in love and compassion if thjs
responsibility is fulfilled. Responsibility has thgotential to develop all parties involved in the
context of meaning of caring.
Conclusion: Responsibility in the context of meaning of carimgqy enable growth amongst all
parties. Absence of responsibility is considergabgential threat for caring in an ethical manner i
the context of meaning of caring. Further researclhhis field should focus on exploring the
patients’ views of responsibility in the contextroéaning of caring.
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